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Not Enough to too Much…. 

Managing Spring Grass 
Chris D. Teutsch, University of Kentucky Research and 

Education Center at Princeton 

In March we often find ourselves wringing our 
hands waiting for grass growth to start and a short 
time later our pastures are out of control!  Spring 
can often be one of the most difficult times of the 
year for graziers. Grass growth goes from 
nonexistent to excessive in a matter of weeks and if 
you are properly stocked grazing livestock can have 
a hard time keeping up with it.  The following 
suggestions can help you to stay in control spring 
growth.   

 Implement rotational grazing.  To fully utilize 
the spring flush of pasture growth YOU must be 
in control of grazing.  In a continuous grazing 
system, the cows are in charge.  By utilizing 
rotational stocking, you start to make the 
decisions. Implementing a rotational stocking 
system may be as simple as closing some gates 
or stringing up some polywire.   

 Start grazing before you think the pastures 
are ready.  One of the most common mistakes 
that graziers make is waiting too long to start 
grazing.  If you wait until the first paddock is 
ready to graze, by the time you reach the last 
paddock it will be out of control.  Starting early 
allows you to establish a “grazing 
wedge” (Figure 1).   
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 Rotate animals rapidly. It is 
important to realize that grazing 
pastures closely and repeatedly as 
they initiate growth in early spring can 
reduce production for he for the entire 
season. Therefore, it is important to 
keep animals moving rapidly through 
the system. The general rule is that if 
grass is growing rapidly then your 
rotation should be rapid.  This will 
allow you to stay ahead of the grass 
by topping it off and keeping it in a 
vegetative state.      

 Do not apply spring nitrogen. 
Applying nitrogen in the spring will 
make the problem of too much grass 
at once even worse.  In many cases 
you are better off to apply nitrogen in 
late summer or early fall to stimulate 
growth for winter stockpiling.    

 Remove most productive paddocks 
from rotation and harvest for hay.  Graze all paddocks until the pasture growth is just about 
to get away from you and then remove those productive paddocks from your rotation and allow 
them to accumulate growth for hay harvest (Figure 2).  

 Increase stocking rate in the spring.  If it is possible, a good option for utilizing spring growth 
is to increase your stocking rate.  This will allow you to harvest more of the available forage and 
convert it into a saleable product.  This can be done by adding some stockers or thin cull cows 

to your rotation and then selling them 
when pasture growth slows. If you 
are in a fall calving system, you are 
better positioned to take advantage 
of spring forage growth since the 
calves will be larger.  

 Even out seasonal distribution 
of forage by adding a warm-
season grass.  Adding a well-
adapted warm-season grass that 
produces the majority of its growth in 
July and August would allow you to 
concentrate grazing on your cool-
season paddocks during periods of 
rapid growth (spring flush).  After 
cool-season grass growth is slowed 
by higher temperatures in late spring 
and early summer, animals can be 
shifted in the warm-season 
paddocks for summer grazing.    

 

Figure 1.  The “grazing wedge” simply refers to having pasture 
subdivisions or paddocks at varying stages of regrowth from 
just grazed to ready to graze.   
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 Figure 2.  In the spring during periods of rapid growth, some 
paddocks can be removed from the rotation and harvested for 
conserved forage. Cutting at the late boot or early head stage 
will optimized yield and forage quality.     
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 Bush-hog out of control pastures.  
The benefits of clipping include 
maintaining pastures in a vegetative 
state, encouraging regrowth, and 
controlling weeds.  Clipping pastures 
costs money, so make sure that the 
primary reason for bush-hogging is 
pasture management, not aesthetics.   

 Stockpile out of control pastures 
for summer grazing.  Although 
forage quality decreases as the plant 
matures, the quality of spring 
stockpiled pasture is sufficient for dry 
cows and in some cases can result in 
reasonable gains on growing animals 
(Figure 4) during the summer months.  
This is especially true if using novel 
endophyte tall fescue and the 
pastures were clipped at the early 
boot stage to promote vegetive 
regrowth.  This could be a cost-
effective and simple way to provide 
additional grazing during the summer 
months.   

When it comes to grazing 
operations, there is not one size that fits 
all. What works for you may not work for 
your neighbor. The key is figuring out 
what works on your farm and 
implementing it in a timely manner. 
Hopefully one or more of the above tips 
will help you deal with the “quandary of 
spring grass”!  

For more information on grazing 
management contact your local 
extension agent or visit http://
www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/  and https://
www.youtube.com/c/KYForages.   

Figure 3. An alternative to harvesting excess forage as hay or 
baleage is to increase your stocking your stocking rate by 
adding more animal units in the spring and then decreasing 
animal numbers as plant growth slows due to higher tem-
perature during the summer months.  While this is a viable 
approach, it is not practical on smaller part-time operations.     

Figure 4.  Excess growth in the spring could also be 
stockpiled for grazing during the summer months.  This is 
accomplished by removing some paddocks from the rotation 
and allowing growth to accumulate during late spring and 
early summer.  It is important to remember that only about 
the one-half of the available biomass should be grazed.  The 
remaining residue will protect plant crowns from high 
temperatures and reduce soil moisture loss during the 
summer months.   

http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/Forage/
https://www.youtube.com/c/KYForages
https://www.youtube.com/c/KYForages
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Jr. Cattlemen’s Corner 
Exploring the heart of beef production with our 

junior cattlemen at the University of Kentucky 

meat lab! #FutureFarmers #BehindTheScenes 

 

On March 16, 2024, our juniors toured the UK 

Agriculture’s Meat Lab, where we learned the 

process of producing meat from start to finish. 

Unfortunately, we were able to take photos inside 

the lab. 

 

Upcoming events 

4/15/2023 - BQCA Certification - 6:00 pm at KSU 

Research Farm - pizza will be provided.  Please 

let me know by 4/12/2024 if attending. 

4/20/2024 - Chaney's Dairy  - Bowling Green  - Cost is $8 per person.  Juniors will be paid for.   
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Franklin County High School  FFA Drive 

Your  Tractor to School Day 

April 26th, 2024 

Save the date! Franklin County High School’s FFA’s Drive your Tractor to School day is April 

26th! The students start at the Extension Office parking lot around 8:30 am and with a 

police escort from the Sheriff’s Office travel down Steadmantown Lane to Georgetown Road 

before arriving in the front of FCHS where the rest of the student body greets them. 

Community members and parents are encouraged to watch and cheer on our student 

drivers! This is an excellent opportunity for the FFA students to interact with their school 

mates and educate them about the farming process and the machines required to get the 

work done! Checkout these pictures from Tractor Day 2023!  

The Franklin County High School greenhouse will also be open on April 

26th from 9:00 am—5:00 pm. They have bedding flowers, hanging 

baskets and vegetables! We hope to see everyone there!  
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The WHHS Greenhouse opens on Friday, April 

19th!!! The ferns are so big and absolutely 

beautiful. They have bedding plants, hanging 

baskets, vegetable plants and more!  
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https://franklin.ca.uky.edu/field-day
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https://franklin.ca.uky.edu/field-day
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Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension 

Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

SAVE THE DATES: 
April 13   8:00– Reforest Frankfort– West Sixth Farm 

April 18   10:00– Third Thursday Thing– KSU 

    6:00– Beginning Farmer Bootcamp—KSU Farm  

April 22   12:00– County Extension County Meeting 

April 23   6:00– BQCA Certification– Dailey's Farm 

April 25-27   Scrap Metal Collection– Lakeview Park 

April 27   Dumpster Day/ Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

    Capital Area Master Gardener Plant Market 

April 29   Private Pesticide Application Training  

May 8    6:00– Solar 101 Workshop 

May 28   6:00- Beginning Farmer Bootcamp—KSU Farm  


