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Burdine said those higher costs result in a 
significant increase in daily feeding costs. With 
expenses that high, some producers chose to 

reduce their numbers.  
 
Kentucky beef cow numbers dipped lower than they’ve 
been since 1967. This follows a national trend as the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture released cattle inventory 
estimates in January revealing a 3.5% reduction in beef 
cows—the lowest since 1962. 
“We knew the cowherd had gotten smaller; it was really 
just a question of how much smaller,” said Kenny 
Burdine, agricultural economist for the University of 
Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and 
Environment. “A combination of dry weather, high input 
costs and strong cull-cow prices caused numbers in 
Kentucky to shrink.” 
A large portion of the United States experienced 
drought during 2022, which impacted hay production. Kentucky producers were also dealing with 
extreme weather events such as tornadoes in late 2021 and extreme flooding in summer 2022. 
Drought was yet another weather hurdle. 
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(Continued from pg. 1)  
“I guess you could say it was a perfect storm. Farmers had to start feeding hay a lot earlier than usual, 
leading to tighter hay supplies and higher winter-feeding costs for cow-calf producers,” Burdine 
explained. “Winter feed is the largest expense for most cow-calf operations. Most years, producers can 
buy hay for $60-$80 per ton. But based on recent hay auctions in Kentucky, the same quality hay is 
selling for $100 per ton, or more.” 
Burdine said those higher costs result in a significant increase in daily feeding costs. With expenses 
that high, some producers chose to reduce their numbers.  
With expenses that high, some producers chose to reduce 
their numbers. Cattle markets have been mixed but have 
trended stronger over the last few weeks. 
“Going into spring, I think this stronger market trend will 
continue for calf and feeder markets,” Burdine said. “Also, 
with feedlots preferring to place heavier feeder cattle, 
that increases the value of pounds added to Kentucky 
cattle and creates opportunities for cow-calf and 
backgrounding/stocker operations to profit by taking 
cattle to higher sale weights.” 
With Kentucky’s typically strong forage base, Burdine said 
producers can use grazing to add pounds to cattle at an 
even lower cost. 
“We are fortunate to have the ability to use multiple feeds stuffs in Kentucky and are typically blessed 
with excellent forage” he said. “That creates opportunities for feed-based and grazing-based programs. 
While weather will certainly play a factor going forward, both cow numbers and heifer retention 
estimates suggest that calf crops are going to keep getting smaller in the near term, which should 
provide some much-needed support for prices.” 
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Critical time to Begin Sampling for Alfalfa Weevil 
By Ric Bessin, Entomology Extension Specialist 

The University of Kentucky Ag Weather Center’s degree day model for alfalfa weevil indicates that many 
counties in Kentucky are likely to exceed the 190 Degree Days (DD) used as a starting point to begin 
scouting by early to mid-March. Once temperature accumulations reach 190 DD, growers are advised 
to look at their alfalfa fields and begin their alfalfa weevil larval counts. So far, degree day accumula-
tions for this year are trending close to average for the last 10 years. 

Fall-laid alfalfa weevil eggs are the first to hatch in the spring. These eggs hatch earlier than those laid 
in the spring, and 190 DD approximates when first leaf feeding damage becomes noticeable. Tempera-
ture extremes during the winter help to limit the survival of alfalfa weevil eggs that were laid in stems in 
the fall. Damage by the young larvae will first appear as tiny pin holes in the leaves. 

Scouting & Thresholds 

To scout for alfalfa weevil, use the stem sampling method. While walking in a “U” or “Z” pattern 
through a field, collect 30 alfalfa stems; carefully cup the top of each stem in one hand and break off 
the crown with your other hand, then place it bud-end downward in a plastic bucket. Be sure your sam-
ples are at least 20 feet from the edge of a field so that they are representative of the entire interior of 
a field. 

If the field is close to harvest, harvest can be an alternative to spraying, but producers need to watch 
for damage to the regrowth. There are similar scouting tables for regrowth after the first cutting. 

Alfalfa Weevil Larvae Thresholds for Spraying 190 to 225 Degree Days  

 

 

 

 

Alfalfa Weevil Larvae Thresholds for Spraying 226 to 275 Degree Days 

 

 

 

 

Avoid Pesticide Resistance 

If you need to treat for alfalfa weevil larvae, keep in mind that insecticide resistance has been an issue 
in some areas.  The best strategy to manage resistance is to use an insecticide only when necessary and 
to rotate modes of action each year. For many other pests I would recommend rotating more often, but 
alfalfa weevil has only one generation per year.  To rotate modes of action, select insecticides that have 
a different IRAC group number on the label. 

Figure 1. When degree day totals reach 190 

Degree Days, it is time to begin scouting for 

alfalfa weevil larvae. Scouting continues at least 

on a weekly schedule until regrowth after the first 

cutting. Treat the DD totals for the counties as 

estimates.  
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Reminder! Please help us better serve farmers, 
ranchers and forest managers by sharing this 
important nationwide survey in your network! 
Your partnership efforts are already working; 
we’ve received over 4,800 responses to the 
survey. Thank you for your continued efforts 
in sharing the survey! The survey is anony-
mous, takes about 10 minutes to complete, is 
open until March 31, 2023, and can be found 
at www.farmers.gov/survey. 
 

 

 
Act Now. Your partnership is important, and we really need your help! Your network has an opportunity 
to give direct feedback to positively impact our programs and services. Linked here is a stakeholder’s 
toolkit with a draft email message, newsletter article, social media posts, and a poster to help you easily 
share the survey! Please use the toolkit to share the survey with farmers, ranchers and forest managers 
in your network until March 31, 2023.  
 
Background. The USDA’s Farm Production and Conservation (FPAC) mission area, which includes the 
program agencies of Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service and Risk Manage-
ment Agency, works to support agriculture by helping farmers, ranchers and forest managers leverage 
natural resources and mitigate the significant risks of farming through crop insurance, conservation pro-
grams, farm safety net programs, lending and disaster programs. From helping farmers recover after 
natural disasters and market fluctuations, to providing financial and technical assistance to improve op-
erations through voluntary conservation, FPAC agencies work together in partnership with private land-
owners and partners to protect and enhance natural resources.  
 
We Can’t Do This Without You. This survey is unique; we hope to not only reach existing FPAC custom-
ers, but also reach prospective customers: specifically, those who don’t know about us or have yet to 
work with us, and those who were unable to participate in the past. To reach this unique audience, we 
are connecting with key USDA agricultural partners for help! Your vital agricultural partnership enables 
meaningful connections with the people that grow our food, fiber and fuel—the network connections 
you have stretch beyond our existing FPAC customers.  
 
Feedback Benefits. FPAC’s Customer Experience Division works to improve services, making govern-
ment agricultural programs more accessible, equitable and easier to use. Feedback will assist us in 
learning about ways to enhance support and improve programs and services, increase access and ad-
vance equity for new and existing customers.  
 
Thank You. By sharing this survey in your network, your vital contribution is aiding government in help-
ing secure the future of agriculture in the United States. For more information about the survey or to 
access the survey in multiple languages online, visit www.farmers.gov/survey.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert Bonnie 
Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation 
United States Department of Agriculture 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fsurvey&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7Cc71a99fcf46b4bc51f3d08db051ecd5f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638109403125085850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2022-11%2Ffarmersgov-let-your-voice-be-heard-survey-stakeholder-toolkit.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7Cc71a99fcf46b4bc51f3d08db051ecd5f
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Fsurvey&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7Cc71a99fcf46b4bc51f3d08db051ecd5f%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638109403125085850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjo
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Photo by TinaSova20 on Shutterstock.com

There’s Still Time to Respond to the 
2022 Census of Agriculture  

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
has extended data collection for the 2022 Census of 
Agriculture through the spring to ensure all farmers and 
ranchers take advantage of the opportunity to be 
represented in the widely used data. Response is required by law and the census can be completed 
online at agcounts.usda.gov or by mail.  

Census data inform decisions about policy, farm and conservation programs, infrastructure, rural 
development, and more. Let everyone who received the 2022 Census of Agriculture and has not yet 
responded know it is not too late to be counted. Our Partner Tools web page has materials to help your 
outreach, including social media tools, ads, brochures and more.  

The ag census includes every operation – large or small – from which $1,000 or more of agricultural 
products were produced and sold, or would normally have been produced and sold, in the ag census 
year. The ag census allows farmers and ranchers to tell the current story of American agriculture and 
shape its future. 

Visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus for the latest information, including updated Frequently Asked Questions.  

Survey on High Fertilizer Prices 2021-2022 

UK College of Ag would like to get your help as cattle farmers to respond to 

an electronic survey. This is a short (<10 minute) survey that will give us 

insights into the impact that high fertilizer prices in 2021-2022 had on 

forage/livestock management decisions.  

 Farmer responses will be completely confidential.  

 The link to the survey is below. 

https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eWIm0PS2vY39ob4 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus
http://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus
http://www.agcounts.usda.gov
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/Partners/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/FAQ/2022/index.php
https://uky.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eWIm0PS2vY39ob4
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NEW!  

The Franklin Co. Cattlemen’s 
Association is starting a Junior 

Cattlemen Association! 
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Starting Jan 23, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for 
revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs 
equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.  
  
First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two if you 
experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. ERP Phase Two is for 
producers who didn’t receive assistance from ERP Phase One.    
  
You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced 
revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance, 
which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.      
  
Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs 
during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).  
 
Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a 
single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-
based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.  
  
Why revenue-based programs?     
ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that 
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest in 
the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.  
  
In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue between 
a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster year – 
designed to target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters and 
avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.     
  
For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part of 
the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a 
typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.  

Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and 
Pandemic Assistance Programs  

                                                                 

(Continued on pg. 15) 

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp-relief/index
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KY Corn Yield Contest Winners 

Congratulations to our local winners! 

 

District Winners, Till & No-till, Non-irrigated 

 

275 Bushel Club 

 

250 Bushel Club 

 

 

 Division District Grower/Farm County Brand Hybrid Yield, bu/A 

 District 5, No-Till 5 Kevin Smith Franklin Wyffels W7730 nonGMO 275.87 

No-Till 5 Kevin Smith Franklin Wyffels W7730 nonGMO 275.87 

No-Till 5 Kathy Smith Franklin Wyffels W7870 nonGMO 273.73 

No-Till 5 Kathy Smith Franklin DeKalb DKC65-92 nonG-

MO 
269.06 

How to Apply  
In preparation for enrollment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:    

Schedule F (Form 1040); and   
Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 

2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.     
  

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and PARP 
program participation:    

Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);    
Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity;   
Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and    
Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certifica-

tion.    
Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or Ranch-

er Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide increased 
benefits or reduced fees and premiums.   

  
Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will likely have 
these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should contact FSA 
at their local USDA Service Center.    

                                                                 

(Continued from pg. 14) 

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator


 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

SAVE THE DATES: 
March 2  Winter School—Off-Grid Solar 

March 9  Franklin Co. Cattlemen’s Educational Meeting 

March 16   Winter School—BQCA Certification 

March 17  Last day to Drop CAIP Cost-Share 

March 23  FC Junior Cattlemen’s Association Meeting 

March 25  Bradford Pear Bounty 

April 15  Reforest Frankfort  

April 20-22  FCCD Metal Recycle 

April 22  Spring Clean/ Household Hazardous Waste 

April 28   Deadline For CAIP Cost Share Receipts Packet 

April 29  Master Gardener Plant Sale 


