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THE POWER OF POSITIVE 
LANGUAGE AROUND FOOD

The way we talk about food can have a big 
impact on how we feel about it and how we 

take care of our bodies. When we use positive, 
respectful language around food, it helps us build 
a healthier relationship with what we eat. A healthy 
relationship with food means not feeling guilty or 
stressed about what we eat but instead enjoying 
food as something that nourishes and energizes us.

Words have a lot of power. The language 
we use can shape our thoughts and feelings. 
If we call food “bad” or “unhealthy,” we might 
start feeling bad about eating it. For example, 
saying things like, “I shouldn’t eat this,” or “this 
is so unhealthy,” can make us feel guilty when 
we enjoy our favorite foods. But when we use 
words like “balanced” or “nourishing,” it reminds 
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us that food is not the enemy — it’s something 
our bodies need to stay strong and healthy.

We often talk about food in ways that make 
it seem like some foods are “good” and others 
are “bad.” While it’s important to make choices 
that provide our body with the nourishment it 
needs most of the time, it’s not helpful to label 
food as all good or all bad. All foods can be good 
for us in one way or another. Whether it’s the 
nutrients it provides us or the enjoyment we get 
from eating it. The key is to focus on balance, 
not perfection. If we can learn to talk and think 
about food without judgment, it can help us feel 
more relaxed and less stressed about eating.

Talking about food in a mindful way can also 
help us enjoy it more. Mindful eating means paying 
attention to what we’re eating, how it makes us 
feel, and how much we’re eating of it. When we use 
words like “enjoying,” “savoring,” or “appreciating,” 
we remind ourselves to slow down and notice the 
flavors, textures, colors, and smells of our food. 
This helps us be more aware of when we’re full and 
prevents overeating. Instead of rushing through 
a meal or eating while distracted, we can focus 
on the experience of eating and truly enjoy it.

Language around food is also important 
in the way we talk about it with others. If we 
constantly talk about dieting, weight loss, or food 
rules, it can create stress and pressure around 
food. Instead, focus on how food makes us feel 
good, how it helps our bodies grow, and how 
it brings people together. When we talk about 
food in a positive, relaxed way, it can help create 
a more supporting environment for everyone.

The words we use around food matter. They 
can help create a healthy, positive relationship 
with food. By avoiding judgment, focusing on 
balance, and practicing mindful eating, we 
can build a better relationship with food.
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