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LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS IN ANDERSON, FRANKLIN AND 
WOODFORD COUNTIES ARE ELIGIBLE FOR DROUGHT 

RECOVERY ASSISTANCE 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive Director CED Jimmy Chambers in 
Woodford County today announced that FSA is now accepting 
applications for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) 
for grazing losses due to drought. The deadline to apply for 
2024 LFP assistance is January 30th, 2025. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who 
suffered grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally 
managed land. For LFP, qualifying drought intensity levels are 
determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor. Producers in 
Anderson, Franklin, and Woodford Counties are eligible to 
apply for 2024 LFP benefits for grazing losses on native 
pasture, improved pasture mixed forage, Visit the FSA LFP 
webpage for a full list of eligible counties and pasture types.  

Livestock eligible for LFP include alpacas, beef cattle, bison, 
buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, 
llamas, ostriches, reindeer, or sheep that have been or would 
have been grazing the eligible grazing land or pastureland. 
Recently, FSA updated LFP policy to expand program eligibility 
to include additional income producing grazing animals, like 
horses and ostrich, that contribute to the commercial viability 
of an agricultural operation.  
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 Livestock used for hunting and consumption by the owner, horses and other animals that are used or 
intended to be used for racing and wagering remain ineligible.  
  
As a reminder, producers who want to participate in many USDA programs including disaster assistance 
programs like LFP, must file timely acreage reports by filling out the FSA-578 form to remain eligible for 
program benefits. Livestock producers interested in applying LFP should contact Woodford County FSA at 
859-873-3411 Ext. 2 with any questions about the eligibility of specific livestock and forage crops and to 
schedule an appointment.  
  
More information in USDA disaster assistance is available at farmers.gov/recover. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a49%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638639802622327094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
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Raising Hope (Suicide & Crisis Lifeline)  988 

Franklin Co Extension Office                       695-9035 

Conservation District                                   352-2701 

Farm Service Agency (FSA)                  859-873-3411 

NRCS                                                               695-5023 

Dead Animal Removal                                 875-8760 

Unwanted Pesticide Removal           1-800-205-6543 

Fish and Wildlife          1-800-585-1549 

Franklin County Wildlife Biologist      859-879-8411 

(All numbers 502 area code unless otherwise noted) 
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SOYBEAN SEED QUALITY ISSUES DUE 
TO FUNGAL INFECTIONS  

Although soybean yields have been pretty good this year so far, the seed quality of harvested 
soybeans has not been great in some fields.  Seed diseases have been prevalent in areas that have 
received a lot of rain since harvest season began.  Phomopsis seed decay (usually caused 
by Diaporthe longicolla, formerly known as Phomopsis longicolla) and purple seed stain (caused 
by Cercospora kikuchii and Cercospora flagellaris) generally are the two main culprits of poor-
quality seed.  

Seeds affected by Phomopsis seed decay may appear shriveled, misshapen, and/or chalky white in 
color (Figure 1).  As the name suggests, seeds affected by purple seed stain will be discolored with 
purple blotches, or the entire seed may be purple in color (Figure 2).  Purple seed stain may be 
more prevalent in fields that showed symptoms of Cercospora leaf blight (Figure 3).  Certain 
varieties in some areas had severe Cercospora leaf blight develop late in the season this year.  

The largest economic losses associated with these 
seed diseases to farmers occur at the grain elevator, 
when loads of harvested seed may be docked due to 
“damaged seed.”  Of the two diseases, Phomopsis 
seed decay generally causes the greatest reduction in 
seed germination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two most common questions that I am receiving 
about these diseases are: 

• Why am I having this problem this year? 

• What could I have done to prevent these seed 
disease issues? 

 

WHY AM I HAVING THIS PROBLEM THIS YEAR?  
The primary reason why Phomopsis seed decay and purple seed stain occur in a field has a lot to 
do with the weather that has occurred since soybeans have been at physiological maturity.  Fields 
in areas of the state that have received frequent rainfall since soybeans have been mature have 
been hit the hardest with seed disease problems.  

Figure 1. Symptoms of Phomopsis seed decay on 

soybean seeds. (Photo: Carl Bradley, UK)  

Figure 2. Symptoms of purple seed stain on soybean seeds. 

(Photo: Carl Bradley, UK)  
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Along with wet weather, the very warm temperatures that the State was experiencing up until 
recently also helped promote infection by these fungi.  The Phomopsis seed decay pathogen is 
best able to infect seeds after physiological maturity, and the longer that soybeans sit in the field 
in wet and warm conditions after they are mature, the greater the likelihood of Phomopsis seed 
decay problems. 

 
WHAT COULD I HAVE DONE TO PREVENT THESE SEED 

DISEASE ISSUES? 
 

Harvesting soybeans as soon as possible after physiological maturity and at optimal seed moisture 
is the primary way to avoid problems with Phomopsis seed decay 
and purple seed stain; however, when rainy conditions prevail, seeds 
take longer to dry down, and harvest becomes delayed.  Planting 
soybean varieties with relative maturity ratings that match your 
region and your farming operation also may help with a timely 
harvest.  

Since these seed pathogens survive in soybean debris, rotating fields 
with a non-legume crop may help reduce inoculum levels in the 
field.  Since these pathogens also survive on seed, planting bin-run 
seed may help perpetuate the problem in a field by continually 
introducing the pathogen back into the field.  Although soybean 
germplasm lines have been identified with resistance to Phomopsis 
seed decay, no commercial soybean varieties are marketed as having 
resistance to this disease, and soybean breeding programs may not 
intentionally screen their lines for resistance to Phomopsis seed 
decay.  

When applied at later growth stages, such as R5 (beginning seed 
stage), foliar fungicides have been shown to inconsistently reduce 
Phomopsis seed decay in research trials.  Unfortunately, even when 
reductions in Phomopsis seed decay have occurred with late-applied fungicides, often-times the 
magnitude of the reduction would not have been enough to prevent levels of disease that would 
still be discounted at the grain elevator.  

Overall, the wet and warm harvest season that parts of the state experienced was likely so 
favorable for infection and disease development, that there was little that could have been done 
to avoid some losses due to these diseases this year.       

 

By Carl A. Bradley, Plant Pathology Extension Specialist  

Figure 3. Soybean leaves affected by 

Cercospora leaf blight from a 

University of Kentucky field research 

trial near Bowling Green, KY in 

2021. (Photo: Carl Bradley, UK)  
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Frankfort, Kentucky -      The Franklin County Cooperative Extension Office is looking forward to their next 
electric bill, to see how much they saved in the first month since their new solar electric system began 
operation. The 164-panel solar PV (photovoltaic) system is expected to meet nearly 100% of the office’s net 
annual electricity needs. Although they will remain tied to the utility grid, a net metering agreement with 
Kentucky Utilities Co. will allow the office to earn credits for any 
excess power they produce on sunny days and redeem those 
credits at nighttime and on cloudy days.   
               “We expect the solar array to reduce Extension’s electric 
bills by about $10,000 per year,” said Andy McDonald, the director 
of Apogee - Climate & Energy Transitions, who advised the 
Extension Office throughout development of the project. “The 
system should pay for itself in about 10 years and with a 25-year 
warranty on the solar panels, this makes for a really good long-term 
investment for the agency.”   
 OcThe solar PV and battery system was installed by Daily 
Green Power of Elizabethtown over the course of four weeks in 
August and September. “With four Tesla Powerwall batteries, the 
project will provide back-up power for critical loads at the office,” said David Gomez, owner of Daily Green 
Power. “This will enable them to keep their computers and lights on, keep refrigerators and freezers 

operating, and keep other critical circuits operational during grid outages. It also 
creates a resilience center for the community during emergencies, offering a 
shelter with power when the grid is down.” 
               The Extension Office expects to receive a $66,000 “Direct Pay” rebate from 
the US Treasury to offset 40% of the project’s initial cost, $165,000. The Direct Pay 
program was created by the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, enabling tax exempt 
agencies and organizations (including local governments and churches) to claim the 
equivalent of the Federal tax credits for clean energy projects. The project should 
provide net savings of over $225,000 during the first 25 years of operation.   
The 68 kilowatt (KW-DC) solar array used Silfab solar PV panels, which provide a 25-
year product warranty and 30-year power production warranty. The Silfab solar 
panels were manufactured in Washington State.   
The County Extension Office will host an open house and workshop on November 
12th at 6:00pm to tour the new system, explain how solar and battery systems 
work, and discuss grant opportunities that are available for Kentucky farmers and 
small businesses. 
The Franklin County Extension Office is a partner in Solarize Frankfort, a community 
program organized by the Kentucky Solar Energy Society. The Extension Office solar 
project received technical assistance from Apogee – Climate and Energy Transitions, 
a clean energy program based in Frankfort, and the Kentucky State University Land 

Grant Program. 
 

Contact:  Andy McDonald, Apogee-Climate & Energy Transitions 
                              andyboeke@yahoo.com                502-682-9920 

FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE COMPLETES 
SOLAR AND BATTERY INSTALLATION 

NEW SOLAR PV SYSTEM EXPECTED TO SAVE COUNTY TAXPAYERS OVER $10,000 PER 
YEAR IN ELECTRICITY COSTS AT EXTENSION OFFICE 

Photo: David Gomez, 
owner of Daily Green 
Power, explains 
operation of Tesla 
Powerwall batteries at 
FCCES office. 

Photo: 68 KW-DC solar array on roof of 
Franklin County Cooperative Extension 
Office. 

mailto:andyboeke@yahoo.com
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FALL NUTRIENT APPLICATIONS HAS ITS ADVANTAGES  

Source: John Grove, Plant and Soil Sciences professor  

Grain producers can take steps now to prepare for the next growing season. Fall is an ideal 
time to start by applying nutrients to the soil.  

There are several benefits to autumn fertilizing. For one, it can prevent delays in planting 
come spring. Kentucky's fall weather is generally drier, reducing the risk of soil compaction 
during application. Additionally, purchasing fertilizer in these cooler months might lead to 
savings, as spring tends to be the busier season for fertilizer sales.  

Before getting started, test your soil to ensure you only apply the nutrients your fields need. 
This approach saves both time and money. You can coordinate with your local extension 
office to submit soil samples to the University of Kentucky’s regional testing labs.  

Once your soil test results are in, follow UK recommendations for fertilizer application. 
Potash and phosphorus are particularly well-suited for fall application in Kentucky. These 
nutrients interact with the soil to keep them in place, preventing loss through leaching during 
the state’s typically wet winters. If you’re planting small grains this autumn, apply the 
recommended rates of phosphorus and potash before planting. Double-crop producers 
should also account for soybean nutrient needs when applying fall wheat fertilizer.  

UK encourages corn and full-season soybean producers to wait until the springtime to apply 
nitrogen and animal manures. Both run a high risk of leaching from the soil during the winter. 
Additionally, nitrogen losses can occur from denitrification and immobilization during the 
winter. Animal manures are most effective when there is a crop already growing in the field.  

If you’ve planted wheat this fall, apply just enough nitrogen to promote early growth and 
tillering, usually no more than 40 pounds per acre. Wheat-following crops like soybeans, 
tobacco or well-fertilized corn may not need additional nitrogen in the fall. If more nitrogen is 
required, remember that common phosphorus fertilizers in Kentucky, such as DAP (18-46-0) 
and MAP (11-52-0), also supply nitrogen that the wheat can utilize.  

For more information about alternative grain 
storage, contact the Franklin office of the University 
of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service.     

https://publications.ca.uky.edu/sites/publications.ca.uky.edu/files/AGR1.pdf
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Today, Kentucky Farm Bureau (KFB) announced the launch of its new Kentucky Farmland Transition Initiative 
(KFTI). The KFTI is a strategic project focused on helping farm families find ways to keep their acreage in 
active agricultural production as they consider the future of that land. 
The need for efforts like the KFTI increases each year, but that importance was highlighted when the recently 
released 2022 USDA Census of Agriculture revealed that Kentucky lost 17,000 farms and 1.4 million acres of 
farmland over the last 20 years. 
KFB has also created an online resource through the KFTI to help farm families navigate the land ownership 
transition process. The new website – kyfarmlandtransition.com – will connect farmers to a variety of 
resources and assistance providers who make the transition more understandable and achievable. 
Eddie Melton, President, Kentucky Farm Bureau said Kentucky’s farm families are looking for ways to keep 
farmland in active production, and this Initiative will help support them in that goal. 
“With the loss of land we are seeing in the Commonwealth, now is the time to start these conversations and 
find ways to get these families connected to the resources they need,” Melton continued. “There are already 
several great resources available in Kentucky that we want to make sure people know about, but, through 
this Initiative, we will also engage directly with those involved in transition planning to see what else is 
needed and could be developed.” 
The KFTI launches with three main objectives: 1) increase public education about and involvement in 
farmland transition; 2) gather and provide technical assistance and localized resources to assist families who 
desire to transition farmland; and 3) pursue state and federal policy development that will help keep 
production agriculture at the forefront of farmland transition and ease common burdens associated with 
that process. 
Increasing awareness of the shrinking acreage devoted to agriculture in Kentucky is a key component to 
improving conditions for farmland transition. As such, the KFTI website will house numerous local resources 
on the subject and give Kentuckians a way to provide feedback about the growing needs of the initiative 
itself. Stories of new farm ownership and transitioning challenges will be shared online to help steer farm 
families through the process, and other organizations and businesses are invited to join the KFTI Network to 
share their expertise, upcoming events, and resources related to farmland transition planning. 
The KFTI website will connect visitors to technical assistance and information provided by attorneys, CPAs, 
and others working with farmers on land ownership changes. This online resource will grow as Kentucky farm 
families use the site to submit their thoughts on further programs and assistance needed so the KFTI 
Network can assess and locate additional resources to meet those needs. 
Knowing that governmental support is crucial to make this initiative successful, the KFTI will review state and 
federal policies currently in place and make proposals for new policies related to farm transitions where 
needed. Preserving family farm ownership, today and into the future, is critical to the KFTI mission, and 
effective policy development will help protect this time-honored and essential industry. 
Over the next several months, the KFTI 
will continue to expand its library of 
resources, allowing more Kentucky 
families to create plans that keep 
farmland in active production and 
placing agriculture on the forefront of 
lawmakers’ minds. To learn more about 
the Kentucky Farmland Transition 
Initiative or to join the effort, go 
to kyfarmlandtransition.com. 

Kentucky Farm Bureau Launches Kentucky Farmland 
Transition Initiative to Address Loss of Farm Acreage 

Across the State 

http://kyfarmlandtransition.com/
http://kyfarmlandtransition.com/
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WHERE TO VOTE ON ELECTION DAY  

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 

ELECTION INFORMATION 

NOVEMBER 5, 2024 

For More information and a copy of a sample ballot visit franklin.countyclerk.us  

THE 
FRANKLIN 

COUNTY 
EXTENSION 

OFFICE WILL 
BE CLOSED 

NOVEMBER 5, 
2024 FOR 

ELECTION DAY 
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Jr. Cattlemen’s Corner 

Meet our Secretary, Amber Roudonis!  Amber Roudonis is starting her 

second year in FCJC. She currently holds the Officer position as Secretary for 

the chapter.  Amber’s studies are focused on Equine Therapy with an 

emphasis on Business. She is a volunteer with Central Kentucky Riders For 

Hope at the Kentucky Horse Park. While having a passion for all animals, she 

especially loves horses. She recently achieved certification in Level 1 barrel 

racing. Amber enjoys the educational field trips with FCJC and looks forward 

to meeting new friends and connecting with mentors across Kentucky.  

Over the next few Of Cows and Plows issues, we will be introducing our Jr. 

Cattlemen’s Executive Board.  We are excited these youth have taken on these 

leadership roles in our community! 

Several of our Junior Cattlemen attended the 2024 Kentucky 
Junior Cattlemen’s Academy to prepare for the upcoming cattle 
working contest! Today, they gained hands-on experience with 
vaccine handling, cattle safety, and chute handling. 

Juniors split into groups to learn about:  

• Calculating Herd Health Costs 

• Cattle Handling & Animal Safety 

• Vaccine Label Reading, Processing Plans & Dosages 

• Chute Side Demonstration 

• Ears: Implanting, tagging and Notching 

• Vaccine and Needle Handling 

Thanks to KY Junior Cattlemen's Association and Kentucky Beef 
Network for putting this on! 

2024 Kentucky Junior 

Cattlemen’s Academy 
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The Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association is 
proud to announce that a special license plate 
is now available at your local county clerk’s 
offices across the state of Kentucky!  

Revenue from all sales and renewals of this 
license plate will go directly to the Kentucky 
Cattlemen’s Foundation, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to pursue 
opportunities that promote the profitability of 
the cattle industry in Kentucky through 
educational and philanthropic endeavors.  

The Kentucky Cattlemen’s Foundation license 
plate is not a replacement for your Farm Tag, 
nor does it fall under the same category.  

 



 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension 

Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

SAVE THE DATES: 
November 4    Elite Bred Heifer Sale 

November 5    Election Day- Extension Office Closed 

November 12   Invasive Plant Conference 

November 14   KY Fencing School 

November 15   Solar Panel Workshop 

November 21-23    Kentucky small, Limited Resource, Minority Farmers  
     Conference 

November 28-29    Thanksgiving– Extension Office Closed 

December 16   Central KY Hay Program—Fayette County 

December 25– January 1  Holidays– Extension Office Closed 

2024 NAILE General Schedule of Events 
November 7-11   Dairy Cattle Show 

November 8-9    Llamas/Alpaca Show 

November 8-10   Swine, Dairy Goat Show 

November 15-21   Sheep, Beef Show 


