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FRANKLIN COUNTY CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT SPONSORING FREE SOIL 

SAMPLES 

 JANUARY 1– APRIL 30, 2025. 

 

A special THANK YOU to the Franklin 
County Conservation District for 

sponsoring 10 (ten) FREE soil samples 
from January 1—April 30, 2025 per 

PERSON!  

 

10 Free Soil Samples are limited to Franklin County, 
Frankfort Residents or Farms located in Franklin County. 

Available for Agriculture Pasture/Hay, Agriculture Row 
Crop, Horticulture Home Garden and Horticulture Home 

Lawn.  

Redeemable only at the Franklin County Cooperative 
Extension Office located at 101 Lakeview Ct.  

Not available for commercial samples.  

For More Information on how to take a soil sample:  

www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr16/agr16.pdf  

Coupons available at the Franklin County Extension Office. 

http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr16/agr16.pdf
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PREVENTING AND MANAGING FALL PESTS IN YOUR HOME  

Source: Jonathan Larson, UK entomology assistant professor of extension  

As temperatures drop this fall, you may notice more insects around your home. Insects often retreat 
indoors to escape the cooler temperatures as a part of their overwintering strategy.   

As pests mistake your home for a heated pile of rocks, you may see hundreds, even thousands, of 
insects around your home this fall and winter. The most common autumn home invaders you may 
see are multicolored Asian ladybeetles and the brown marmorated stink bug. Brown marmorated 
stink bugs tend to be the first invader with the multicolored Asian lady beetle following about a month 
later. The lady beetle is sometimes called the Halloween beetle for its coloration and the fact that 
people usually start to notice them in October.   

While cooler temperatures have begun, you still have ways to pest-proof your home before pests 
mass exodus to warmer hideaways.    

Inspect the exterior of the property and look for gaps in windows and doors, holes in screens, 
openings in caulk or other sealants and fix them. Without these easy entry points, insects have a 
tougher time coming inside.    

Pesticide applications outside the home may also provide some relief but timing is crucial. When 
using pesticides, focus on doors, windows, utility openings and banding around the foundation. 
Check the pesticide's label to make sure you can apply it to the necessary areas.    

Since the primetime for pesticide application has passed, if you see clusters of pests on the exterior 
of your home, you may also spray them with soapy water to kill them before they start squeezing 
their way inside.   

Once the pests have come into your home, it is best to manage them simply by vacuuming or 
sweeping them up for disposal. Interior pesticide applications are usually unnecessary, especially 
“bug bomb” type applications which usually don’t reach the hiding spots of overwintering pests.  

For more information about pest prevention and management, contact your Franklin County 
Cooperative Extension Service.   

OAK is excited to open registration for its 

2025 annual farming conference, January 

23-25 at Kentucky State University’s Harold 

R. Benson Research and Demonstration 

Farm in Frankfort! Join fellow farmers, ag 

professionals and local food system 

advocates for three days of engagement 

around this year’s theme, Grounded in 

Organics: From Soil to Market. 

  

Register before December 13 for early-bird 

pricing. Scholarships are available;  

REGISTRATION FOR THE 14TH 
ANNUAL OAK CONFERENCE IS 

NOW OPEN! 
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LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS IN ANDERSON, 
FRANKLIN AND WOODFORD COUNTIES 

ARE ELIGIBLE FOR DROUGHT RECOVERY 
ASSISTANCE 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) Executive Director CED Jimmy 
Chambers in Woodford County today announced that 
FSA is now accepting applications for the Livestock 
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for grazing losses due 
to drought. The deadline to apply for 2024 LFP 
assistance is January 30th, 2025. 

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffered grazing losses for covered 
livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash 
leased land or fire on federally managed land. For 
LFP, qualifying drought intensity levels are 
determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor. 
Producers in Anderson, Franklin, and Woodford 
Counties are eligible to apply for 2024 LFP benefits 
for grazing losses on native pasture, improved 
pasture mixed forage, Visit the FSA LFP webpage for a 
full list of eligible counties and pasture types.  

Livestock eligible for LFP include alpacas, beef cattle, 
bison, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, 
equine, goats, llamas, ostriches, reindeer, or sheep 
that have been or would have been grazing the 
eligible grazing land or pastureland. Recently, FSA 
updated LFP policy to expand program eligibility to 
include additional income producing grazing animals, 
like horses and ostrich, that contribute to the 
commercial viability of an agricultural operation.  

Livestock used for hunting and consumption by the 
owner, horses and other animals that are used or 
intended to be used for racing and wagering remain 
ineligible.  

As a reminder, producers who want to participate in 
many USDA programs including disaster assistance 
programs like LFP, must file timely acreage reports by 
filling out the FSA-578 form to remain eligible for 
program benefits. Livestock producers interested in 
applying LFP should contact Woodford County FSA at 
859-873-3411 Ext. 2 with any questions about the 
eligibility of specific livestock and forage crops and to 
schedule an appointment.  

More information in USDA disaster assistance is 
available at farmers.gov/recover. 

DRY STONE 
JACK JOUETT  

HISTORIC SITE  

Woodford County Master Gardeners 
are rebuilding a dry stone masonry 
cemetery fence at the Jack Jouett 
House Historic Site under the 
direction of Keenan Bishop. Check 
out our work at 255 Craig's Creek Rd, 
Versailles.  

To learn more about the historic site 
visit https://jouetthouse.org 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ffsa_lfp_livestockforageprogramfactsheet_2022.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a4
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2FAssets%2FUSDA-FSA-Public%2Fusdafiles%2FFactSheets%2Ffsa_lfp_livestockforageprogramfactsheet_2022.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a4
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdroughtmonitor.unl.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a49%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638639802622291878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Fdisaster-assistance-program%2Flivestock-forage%2Findex&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a49%7C2b30530b69b64457b8
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmers.gov%2Frecover&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C983848a9acec41fe558a08dce7844a49%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638639802622327094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJW
https://jouetthouse.org
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Jr. Cattlemen’s Corner 

Meet our Secretary, William 
McKeehan! William is a 
sophomore at WHHS, likes 
hunting, fishing and being 
out doors.  He is the son of 
Mark and Donna McKeehan 
and the grandson of Mark 
and Connie Moore. 

William is an active member 
of Noth Benson Baptist 
Church. 

Over the next few Of Cows and Plows issues, we 
will be introducing our Jr. Cattlemen’s Executive 
Board.  We are excited these youth have taken on 
these leadership roles in our community! 

State Apiarist Office 

Hours! 

Starting in January, Dr. Amanda 
Skidmore – the Kentucky Department 
of Agriculture State Apiarist, will be 
hosting a monthly zoom meeting open 
to anyone that would like to 
participate. This will be a way for her 
to communicate important 
beekeeping related information and 
an opportunity for you to ask her 
questions! The first meeting will be 
Thursday, January 23, 2025 from 
12pm EST/11am CT.  If you would 
like to participate, please fill out the 
google form linked here and she will 
add you to her email list where you 
will be able to sign up for the 
meetings! 

Sign up here: https://forms.gle/
hwpyX1giH1Wd2Gmv9  

R
E

C
IP

E
 

Or scan the QR Code! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FhwpyX1giH1Wd2Gmv9&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C7a7fc8034a954af773a808dd12fbdbf4%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638687595121376533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FhwpyX1giH1Wd2Gmv9&data=05%7C02%7CEmma.Boebinger%40uky.edu%7C7a7fc8034a954af773a808dd12fbdbf4%7C2b30530b69b64457b818481cb53d42ae%7C0%7C0%7C638687595121376533%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8


 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension 

Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

SAVE THE DATES: 
December 10   Franklin County Cattlemen’s Meeting  

     Habitat Management Symposium  

December 16   Central KY Hay Program—Fayette County 

December 25– January 1  Holidays– Extension Office Closed 

January 16-17   KCA Convention—Owensboro  

January 23-25   2025 OAK Conference—KSU Farm 

January 27    Grain Producer Seminar—Scott County  

January 30    2024 LFP Assistance deadline –FSA Office 

February 1    Beginning Farmer Training Applications Due 

February 12-15   National Farm Machinery Show– Louisville 

March 11    Regional Tobacco Gap Annual Training 


