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Kentucky cut flower growers are being celebrated 

this July in a month-long promotional event 

organized by the Kentucky Horticulture Council (KHC) 

and the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension 

Service. Each day, cut flower growers across the state 

will be featured in our Kentucky Grown Cut Flower 

Promotion Facebook Group and other social media 

platforms. The promotion includes cut flower farm 

bios, farmer and customer resources, featured 

webinar and conference recordings, and floral design 

videos filmed during cut flower farm visits (you can find last year’s visit videos in KHC’s YouTube 

Playlist). This promotion allows farmers to introduce their farm to new audiences highlighting where 

customers can find locally grown flowers on farms, at farmers markets, pop-up shops, through 

community supported agriculture subscriptions, and other outlets.  
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July is KY Grown 
Cut Flower Month 

By Cindy Finneseth, Bethany Cox, and Dakota 

Moore, Kentucky Horticulture Council  
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“July is a great month to shine the spotlight on Kentucky’s cut flower industry! Growers throughout the 

state are very creative in how they offer their bright magnificent blooms to consumers,” said Kristin 

Hildabrand, Warren County horticulture extension agent. “Customers can find Kentucky blooms at local 

farmers markets, self-serve flower stands, pop up locations, and right off the farm for u-pick operations 

or during special field to vase arrangement workshops. If you have a special occasion coming up in the 

future, fresh locally grown cut flowers can fit that bill! Utilize locally grown flowers to enhance 

weddings, individual or family photography sessions, graduations, back to school bouquets, 

anniversaries, and other social gatherings. You simply can’t go wrong with fresh locally grown flowers!”   

Most – about 80 percent – of cut flowers are imported for U.S. markets, yet Kentucky farm conditions 

are well-suited for high-quality commercial production. The commonwealth is home to well over 130 

commercial cut flower operations. The number of farmer-florists continues to increase each year.  

“Cut flower production can be profitable for small to large-scale Kentucky farms,” said Cindy Finneseth, 

KHC executive director. “Consumer demand for locally grown products is high in both urban and rural 

areas. Our flower farms are growing a range of high quality products to meet that demand.”  

To help customers find Kentucky operations, the Kentucky Horticulture Council and UK horticulture 

agents have partnered with UK’s Center for Crop Diversification to produce an interactive, online 

Kentucky Commercial Cut Flower Grower Directory. New farms are being added frequently and there 

may be a flower farm close to you.  

“In the three short years July has been recognized as Kentucky Cut Flower Month, we have seen 

incredible growth and support for locally grown flowers,” said Alexis Sheffield, Boyle County 

horticulture extension agent. “Growing cuts has been a great way to introduce new, young people to 

farming and we have seen established farms begin to diversify their operations for both increased 

profits and ecosystem benefits. There are a 

growing number of florists who have started 

purchasing local blooms and cooperatives formed 

to support both the farmers and the florists. I am 

eager to see what another three years will do for 

this growing industry!” 

 To follow the cut flower month promotional 

activities, visit Facebook (Kentucky Grown Cut 

Flower Promotion Facebook Group), Instagram 

(@KYHorticulture) or Twitter (@KYHorticulture). 

For more information about the monthly 

activities, please contact: Dakota Moore 

(dakota@kyhortcouncil.org) or Bethany Cox 

(bethany@kyhortcouncil.org)  

Cont. from pg. 1 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1108000399774256
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The 63rd Franklin County Farm City Field Day is July 13 in the Bridgeport 

community off Evergreen Road. This year we have two host farms, Firmly Rooted 

Flowers and the Harrod Family Farm. 

Firmly Rooted Flowers is a seasonal specialty cut flower farm operated by a 5th 

generation farm family. The Harrod Family Farm is a beef cattle operation of 

multiple families and generations as well. 

Tours will start at 9:00 and run until lunch. Stops include cut flower production, 

heavy-use feed pad, tire waterers and the embryo-transfer process of artificial 

insemination. After our meal and short program, we’ll be offering an in-depth 

tour of the flower operation for those interested. 

Please join us for an informative, educational day of fellowship. Tickets are 

available at both Farm Bureau Insurance Offices (free but required for the meal). 
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Watch for Potato Leafhopper to 

Avoid Hopperburn 
Potato leafhoppers often go unnoticed until their characteristic damage (V-shaped yellowing of alfalfa 

leaves) begins to appear in early summer. It is the key insect pest of second and third cutting alfalfa, as 

well as spring-seeded alfalfa.  Spring-seeded alfalfa fields are more susceptible to injury by this pest be-

cause of the long period after seeding until the first cutting.  For this reason, producers should watch 

their spring-seeded fields closely and treat as necessary.  

While potato leafhopper is a pest of alfalfa in general, it can be more problematic in spring-seeded alfal-
fa. Spring-seeded alfalfa needs to be monitored regularly for this pest until the first cutting. Significant 
numbers of leafhoppers often find their way into spring-seeded fields in spring with a rapid increase 
during June and a peak in early July, but usually disappear from Kentucky alfalfa fields in late July. 

Potato leafhopper damage can result in stunted growth, premature leaf-drop, reduced root carbohy-
drate reserves, and drastic reductions in protein content of hay. Yields can be reduced by up to 25%, as 
well as lower crude protein, vitamin A, carotene, calcium, phosphorus, and digestible dry matter con-
tent. 

Regular monitoring of spring-seeded fields alerts growers to potentially destructive potato leafhopper 
populations before they damage fields. Fields are sampled with a 15-inch diameter sweep net. Five sets 
of 20 sweeps are taken from randomly selected areas representing the entire field. These leafhopper 
numbers, coupled with the average plant stem height, is used to determine if a leafhopper treatment is 
needed. 

~ Ric Bessin, from KY Pest News. To read the whole article or to sign-up for KY Pest News go to  

https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/ 

Potato leafhopper damage 

results in a V-shaped area and 

is referred to as hopperburn 

(Photo: Lee Townsend, UK)  

https://kentuckypestnews.wordpress.com/
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The Fair Book are here! Stop by the Ex-

tension Office to pick one up OR  scan 

the QR code If you would like to view 

the exhibits for the 2023 Franklin County 

Fair.  
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MEET THE FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION  

SUMMER INTERNS 

Lauren Leahr is currently attending North Carolina Agricultural and 

Technical State University with a major in animal science and a 

minor in chemistry. Lauren grew up in Loganville, Georgia and 

graduated high school in 2020. She enjoys gaining work experience 

in her field of interest through shadowing experienced veterinarians 

and having hands-on experiences within the agricultural field. 

During her junior year, Lauren had the opportunity to study abroad 

in Italy and complete an internship at an Italian veterinary hospital. 

This year, Lauren is excited to be a 2023 summer intern for the 

University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension program and 

experience all areas this opportunity has to offer. This is her first 

time in the state of Kentucky, and she is excited to learn more about 

the 4-H program, horticulture, and agriculture through this 

internship experience. 

Ciara Brown is from Raleigh, NC. She graduated from Needham Broughton 

High School in 2019 and currently is a senior at North Carolina Agriculture 

and Technical State University, majoring in Nutrition and minoring in 

Biology. On campus, Ciara is president of Kappa Omicron Nu Honor Society, 

vice-president of Golden Key International Honor Society and an active 

member and past president of the Food and Nutritional Sciences Club. This 

summer, Ciara will be interning alongside of her 4- H agent, MacKenzie 

Preece. Ciara is excited to step outside of her comfort zone and see what 

all of Cooperative Extension has to offer. Ciara always challenges herself 

and is always willing to try new things! 

 

 

 

Make sure to say hello!  

They will be out and about at all summer at Franklin Co. Extension Programs helping the 

agents!  



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  9 

 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  10 

 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  11 

 



 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

SAVE THE DATES: 
July 13  Farm City Field Day, Harrod Family Farm & Firmly Rooted Flowers  

July 18-22   Franklin County Fair Week, Lakeview Park 

July 18  Sheep Show 

July 19  Swine Show 

July 20  Meat/ Market Goat Show 

July 21   Beef Show  

July 22  Cattlemen & Jr. Cattlemen Grilling at the Truck & Tractor Pull 


