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Are you interested in forest farming, including 
production of syrup, mushrooms, medicinal herbs, 
decorative forest products for crafts, or other non-
timber forest products (NTFPs)? Then look at the ex-
tensive library of resources and learning opportunities 
available from The Appalachian Beginning Forest 
Farmer Coalition (ABFFC). 

The ABFFC, which was initiated in 2014, is a network 
of forest farmers, universities, and governmental and 
non-governmental organizations that work to improve 
forest farming opportunities for growers through 
education and networking. The ABFFC promotes 
stewardship of existing plant populations and trains 
landowners to cultivate high-value specialty crops 
within their forests. 

The ABFFC has been funded by the National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture’s Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher Development Program. University partners 
include Virginia Tech, North Carolina State University, 
Penn State University, and Warren Wilson College. 
John Munsell, professor and forest management 
extension specialist in the Department of Forest 
Resources & Environmental Conservation at Virginia 
Tech is the project director. Margaret Bloomquist, a 
research scholar in Horticultural Science at North 
Carolina State University is the associate director. 

Forest Farming Resources 

Abound through Coalition 
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“The work of the ABFFC’s partners has reached 
thousands of existing and aspiring forest farmers 
and wild stewards in Appalachia over the past 
decade,” Bloomquist said. “The network continues 
to grow and remains based on a strong foundation 
of collaboration and participatory approaches.”  
 
Membership in the coalition is free, and provides 
hands-on workshops and support, forest farming 
resources, including help accessing free and reduced 
rate seed distribution programs, connections to 
other growers, a growing body of technical service 
providers, a forest farmer to forest farmer 
mentorship program, and a Forest Farming 
Footnotes newsletter to those who join the 
coalition’s email list. Go to https://
www.appalachianforestfarmers.org/membership for 
details and to join. 

Resources on the coalition’s website include 
publications on a variety of topics, ranging from 
Forest Farming and Non-Timber Forest Products to 
specific plants such as goldenseal and black cohosh, 
and a forest farming video library with more than 
180 videos, including such topics as Forest Farming 
Medicinal and Decorative Plants for Market Sale, 
Value-Added Production – Teas, Salves, and More, a 
Forest Farming Beekeeping Series, Forest Farming 
Maple Syrup, and Forest Farming Ramps. The 
coalition also offers webinars and webinar 
recordings, and technical assistance trainings for 
university, extension, and agency personnel. A 
Forest Farming Office Hours Series allows anyone 
interested in learning more about forest farming to 
join N.C. State Extension personnel and friends of 
the ABFFC online for questions and answers, 
updates, and conversations about forest farming. 
The next office hours session is scheduled for 
October 13th from noon to 1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 
You must register in advance to receive a 
confirmation email with information about joining 
the meeting. To register, click here. Also coming up 
soon (October 26th, 7:30 p.m. Eastern Time) is a 
Forest Farming Series webinar on goldenseal. For 
more information and to register, visit https://
extension.psu.edu/forest-farming-series-goldenseal. 

In June, the Appalachian Regional Commission 
awarded a $490,647 Appalachian Regional Initiative 
for Stronger Economies (ARISE) grant to Virginia 
Tech to support a planning project, “Accelerating 
Forest Farming in Central Appalachia: Strengthening 
Market Connections and Collaboration for Long 
Term Sector Impact and Sustainability.” The project 
is designed to grow forest farming businesses and 
the NTFP supply chain in Kentucky, Maryland, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Viginia, and West Virginia. Virginia 
Tech is collaborating on the project with 11 
organizations across these six states, including N.C. 
State University, Grow Appalachia (a strategic 
initiative of Berea College), and the Organic 
Association of Kentucky. Jeanine Davis, associate 
professor and extension specialist in Horticultural 
Science at N.C. State, and her staff will lead that 
university’s component of the project with a focus 
on production issues and increasing supplies of 
planting stock.  
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The Franklin County Cattlemen 

grilled lunch during Farmer 

Appreciation Day on September 

20, 2023 at the State Capitol.  

This event focused on celebrating 

national Farm Safety and Health 

week.  

After years of working to help forest farmers, the ABFFC is set to evolve into the American Forest Farming 
Association in 2024, which will allow its extensive efforts to continue after current grant funding ends.  

“The current momentum for forest farming is palpable, we are excited to see what becomes of these efforts 
that bring together many walks of people, types of organizations, and multidisciplinary approaches, as we 
move into national and international conversations for further growth under the canopy,” Bloomquist said. 

Registration will be opening soon for the 2024 Forest Farming Conference, scheduled for March 22nd-24th in 
Roanoke, VA. The conference will feature keynote speakers, working group meetings, field tours, exhibitors, 
and more. For details, visit https://www.appalachianforestfarmers.org/2024-conference.  

To check out the ABFFC’s wealth of resources, visit https://www.appalachianforestfarmers.org, and be sure 
to visit its Facebook and Instagram pages. 

For more information and to register online visit edenshalefarm.com 
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Conservation Corner 

Updates from the Franklin County Conservation District 

District is still taking applications for the Urban Cost Share Program which consists of Beehives, Pollinator 
Gardens, Compost Bins, Raised Garden Beds and Rain Barrels.  
 

Local cost share applications are also ongoing.  New this year for local cost share, you may select any 
combination of the 12 programs listed, but approved applicants are limited to $2,500 total costs during the 
program year on a completed basis.   

• Cover Crop/Fall Seed Program (50% up to $750) – Fall Program 

• Pasture Stockpiling Program (50% up to $750) – Fall Program 

• Rock Gateway Program (50% up to $750 on 1 gateway) 

• Lime Program (50% up to $750) 

• Weed Control Program (50% up to $750) 

• Forage Management Program (50% up to $750) 

• Fertilize Program (50% up to $750) 

• Spring Seed Program (50% up to $750) 

• Heavy Use Area (50% up to $2,500) 

• Pipeline and Water Tank (50% up to $2,500) 

• Pond Cleanout/Dam & Spillway Repair (50% up to $2,500) 

Conservation Resource Concern (50% up to $2,500) 

Signups for both programs run from August 1, 2023 
to May 1, 2024 with all receipts being submitted by 

June 1, 2024 
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Franklin County Junior Cattlemen’s Association 

 

The Junior Cattlemen took a trip to the 

Owen County Stockyards recently. 

While there they met with Robert 

Green and Jackson Tolle. Robert and 

Jackson have them a behind the scenes tour and explained the process of selling at the stockyard. After 

the tour, the juniors got to watch an actual sale to have hands on experience for the future!  
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CAIP 

APPROVED 
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CAIP 

APPROVED 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  11 

 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  12 

 

CAIP 

APPROVED 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  13 

 



AG & NATURAL RESOURCES  14 

 

Sources: Jeff Lehmkuhler, UK extension professor, Dr. Michelle Arnold, UK associate professor and 

Wanted: beef cattle producers for an  

internal parasite field study  

Internal parasites impact animal performance and immunity. Research shows weaning weights 
of calves burdened with internal parasites are 20-35 pounds lighter. We want to learn more about 
the prevalence of internal parasites and the efficacy of products available on the market. Most of the 
anthelmintic products for livestock have been on the market for decades and concerns regarding 
their effectiveness have been mentioned. We need your help. 

Kentucky Cooperative Extension, Kentucky Beef Network and Merck Animal Health, are joining 
to recruit 100-120 farms to participate in a Fecal Egg Count Reduction Test (FECRT) in beef cattle 
this fall. Several producers participated in the effort this spring and will participate again this fall. We 
are looking for an additional 20-30 farms. 

Who can participate? 

The team wants to gather more information on growing cattle. This includes calves you will 
wean and hold for at least 14 days, backgrounding/stocker operations buying in fall calves and those 
developing replacement heifers. We can sample mature cows as well if you have them on the farm. 

How many animals do we need? 

We need producers who have at least 20 animals in a group. These animals must stay together 
in a group for at least 14 days after deworming. We cannot collect samples from 15 calves and five 
cows to reach the 20 samples needed. 

What do participating producers need to do? 

You’ll need to collect fecal samples from at least 20 different animals immediately before you 
treat for internal parasites. Then exactly 14 days later, collect 20 fecal samples from different 
animals to examine the difference in fecal egg counts between PRE and POST treatment. 
Producers may grab samples from freshly excreted fecal pats in the pasture, this works well for 
POST samples. You will need to send samples to the lab for counting and the lab will send results 
you/your county extension agent.   

What does it cost? 

The service is free except for your time and the money to purchase the product you choose to 
collect samples.  

How do I join the study? 

Contact your county extension office and speak to your agriculture and natural resources agent 
if you wish to participate at least three weeks before you plan to work cattle. If your county ANR 
position is vacant, contact UK extension beef specialist Jeff Lehmkuhler for more information at 
jeff.lehmkuhler@uky.edu. For more information about beef cattle and other topics, contact the 
Franklin County Cooperative Extension Service.  

mailto:jeff.lehmkuhler@uky.edu
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Raising Hope (Suicide & Crisis Lifeline)  988 

Franklin Co Extension Office                       695-9035 

Conservation District                                   352-2701 

Farm Service Agency (FSA)                  859-873-3411 

NRCS                                                               695-5023 

Dead Animal Removal                                 875-8760 

Unwanted Pesticide Removal           1-800-205-6543 

Fish and Wildlife          1-800-585-1549 

Franklin County Wildlife Biologist      859-879-8411 

(All numbers 502 area code unless otherwise noted) 
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UK AI and Pregnancy 

Diagnosis School 
On October 11th and 12th , the Woodford 
County Research Farm will be hosting the UK AI 
and Pregnancy Diagnosis school. Dr. Les 
Anderson and partners from Select Sires 
Midamerica will be leading instruction on 
proper AI procedure as well as pregnancy 
diagnosis. Class will begin at 10 am each day 
and end at 4 pm. Lunch will be provided.  

Those who are interested can register and pay 
online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
university-of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-
and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167?
aff=oddtdtcreator  

If attendees would like to register and pay with 
check or have any other questions, please 
contact Tyler Purvis via email at 
tapu228@uky.edu or call 859-257-
7512. 

CAIP 

APPROVED 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Funiversity-of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7C0ec836c2328446666de708dba7f
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Funiversity-of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7C0ec836c2328446666de708dba7f
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Funiversity-of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7C0ec836c2328446666de708dba7f
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Funiversity-of-kentucky-pregnancy-diagnosis-and-ai-school-tickets-707926817167%3Faff%3Doddtdtcreator&data=05%7C01%7CKeenan.Bishop%40uky.edu%7C0ec836c2328446666de708dba7f
mailto:tapu228@uky.edu


 

 

Be sure to follow our Facebook page 
for all the up-to-date  

information and articles. 
      @FranklinCountyKyCooperativeExtension 

Keenan Bishop, County Extension Agent 

for Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Education 

SAVE THE DATES: 
October 5    BQCA Chute-side Certification  

October 12    Feeder Calf Grading School, Producers Stockyard Owenton 

October 17    FC Cattlemen’s Annual Membership Meeting, KSU Farm  

October 19    KSU Third Thursday—Small Ruminants 

October 21    Household Hazardous Waste 

October 26    Farm City Banquet, KSU Farm 

November 2-16   North American International Livestock Exhibition  

November 16-17    KSU Small Farm Conference 


